




Adolphus Busch, the first King of Beer, was an immigrant from Germany who turned a 

struggling St. Louis brewery that made bad-tasting beer into the world’s most successful 

brewing operation, and in the process became immensely wealthy.  Courtesy of the Missouri 

History Museum, St. Louis



The historic Anheuser-Busch Brew House at the corner of Ninth and Pestalozzi Streets in 

St. Louis, where a crowd of 35,000 gathered to count down the minutes the night Prohibi-

tion ended.  Courtesy of the Missouri History Museum, St. Louis

Anheuser-Busch workers gathered outside their rapidly growing brew-

ery in the 1890s. They labored from 4:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. seven days 

a week, with three hours off on Sunday to go to church. Their salaries 

ranged from $55 to $75 a month, with meals furnished at 6:00 a.m., 

10:00 a.m., and 4:00 p.m., and a daily allotment of twenty free beers 

per man.  Courtesy of the Missouri History Museum, St. Louis



The “big house” at Grant’s Farm, a twenty-six-room French Renaissance–style chateau built 

by August A. Busch in 1910, at a cost of $300,000, on land once owned by Ulysses S. Grant. 

Missouri’s version of Hearst Castle, it has been the Busch family estate since the early 

1900s.  Courtesy of the Busch family

Adolphus III and August A. Busch Sr. pause to feed a large buck dur-

ing a carriage ride through the deer park at Grant’s Farm (circa 1930). 

Adolphus took over the brewery in 1934, when his father shot himself 

to death.  Courtesy of the Busch family  



Gussie Busch at age thirty-seven, a budding beer baron serving restlessly under his older 

brother. He took control of Anheuser-Busch in 1946, when Adolpus III died of stomach can-

cer, and led the company to heights his grandfather Adolphus had never imagined.  Courtesy 

of the Missouri History Museum, St. Louis



August Busch Jr. and August Busch III raising a stein of beer in celebration of the 10 mil-

lionth barrel of beer from Anheuser-Busch, as captured by staff photographer David Glick 

on December 15, 1964.  Courtesy of the Missouri History Museum, St. Louis

August A. Busch Sr. (center) and his sons, Adolphus III (left) and August Jr. 

(“Gussie”), packing the first case of post-Prohibition Budweiser for shipment to 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. August A. took over the brewery when 

his father, Adolphus, died, and guided it through Prohibition and the Great 

Depression.  Courtesy of the Missouri History Museum, St. Louis



Gussie and Trudy Busch with their children in the great hall of the mansion at Grant’s Farm 

in the early 1970s. Standing, left to right: Adolphus IV, Gussie, and Peter. Seated: Andrew, 

Trudy, Gertrude, Christina, Billy, and Beatrice.  Courtesy of the Busch family



Trudy with Christina, the baby of 

the family, whose death following a 

car accident in 1974 marked the be-

ginning of the end of the “Camelot” 

years at Grant’s Farm. Gussie would 

never fully recover from the loss of 

the little girl he called “Honeybee,” 

and neither would his marriage to 

Trudy.  Courtesy of the Busch family

Octogenarian Gussie, “the Big Eagle,” as St. Louis Cardinal fans would always remember 

him, urging on both the crowd and his beloved Clydesdales before a championship game.  

David Glick, St. Louis Post-Dispatch



August Busch IV in the spring of 2008, raising a bottle of Bud to mark the seventy-fifth  

anniversary of the end of Prohibition. Having finally completed his rise to CEO, he began 

his rapid descent. He would be the last King of Beer.  Courtesy of Whitney Curtis Photography


